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PREFACE. 


Wurm che Address; which ii 'the 
object of the following pages, was put 
into the hands of the writer; he consi- 


dered it as a sudden ebullition of Anger 


om a man that had been made the 
dupe of some malicious Spirit, whose 
enmity against Godliness, if not exer- 
cised within the immediate pale of his 
own church, had induced him to fabri- 
cate the grossest falsehood for the pur- 
pose of covering persons, whose cha- 
racters were unimpeachable, with igno- 
any and reproach; and as it was con- 
ccived that from its local nature it was 
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ii PREFACE. 


only intended tor distribution amongst 
the Author's own Flock, it was thought 
that silence, and the judicious conduct 
of the persons who were so unhand- 
somely attacked, would be the best re- 
futation of the charges which had been 
brought against them ; but as the publi- 
cation in question has been circulated 
with great industry, and found its way 
into distant parts of the country, and 
for the moment made an unfavorable 
impression upon the minds of men of 
the first respectability, whoare engaged in 
the diffusion of divine knowledge, it 
appears that the cause of God and Truth 
is concerned on the occasion, and, as 
the venerable and truly excellent arch- 
bishop Leighton has observed, It is 
„sometimes ' expedient for Christians 
© to vindicate, not so much themselves, 
« as their Lord and his truth, whick 
7 may Suffer in the reproaches cast upon 

« them, 


—Uää: — — — 


PREFACE, * 


«« them. Did they rest in their own 


persons à regardless contempt of 


them, were usually the fittest an- 
„ swer; but where the holy profession 
of Christians is likely to receive, ei- 
„ther the main or the indirect blow, 
and a word of defence may do any 
ching to ward it off, there we ought 
not to spare to do it.“ EO 


What was therefore first begun and 
intended as a private letter, the writer 
now considers himself called upon by the 
duty he owes to his God, and regard he 
nas for every thing that concerns the 
Attention of the Redeemer's kingdom, 
submit to the candour of the public 

ive following remarks upon that publica» 
tion, ee 


Cireumstances of the most serious na- 
dard having arisen out of this Address, 
a 3 an 
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to PREFACE: 


an enquity was very properly made jnto 
the authenticity of the charges brought 
against the persons implicated therein, 
by those whose immediate duty it was 
to watch over the safety of Religion and 
the preservation of public order; and the 
utmost candour and liberality of sentiment 
having been exercised in the investiga- 
tion, the fallacy of the accusation has 
been seen, and the characters of the 
persons injured thereby, protected in the 
most honorable manner: much is there- 
fore due to them, and it is hoped their 
reward is in Heaven: much is also due 
to the public, and to the cause of truth, 
and on. this consideration it has been 
judged necessary to notice a publica- 
tion, calculated to do inconceivable in- 
jury to the parties concerned, as well as 
to the establishment of Sunday Sschools, 
and the prosperity of Zion. 
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W. 1187 Infidelity and Atheiſm are making 
gigantic ſtrides to cover the face of our Britiſh _ 
Iſrael, and philoſophy, falſely ſo called, is ſedu 
louſly employed in ſetting up the light of human 
reaſon above that of revelation, in order to 
invalidate the teſtimony of the Holy Scrips - 
tures, and annihilate the very profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, it becomes every ſineere believer 
in the glorious doctrines of the Croſs, to come 
forward and earneſtly contend for the faith which 
was once delivered unto the Saints; * but the 
pages of antient and modern hiſtory aſford in- 
numerable proofs that the man who dares at- 

tempt to ſtem the united torrent of profligacy 
and infidelity, muſt be content to ſuffer perſe - 

_ eution, with its attendant penalties, 


** 5 - In 


In the firſt ra of the Chriſtian Church, 1 


the pure doctrines of evangelic truth were faith- 
fully and zealouſſy areached by the Apoſtles, and 


their ſucceſſors in the goſpel miniſtry, their names 


were often caſt out as evil, and the moſt infa- 
mous arts practiſed to depreciate their characters, 
and ſtop the progreſs of the - Chriſtian faith; 


and when the unbelieving Jews, or leſs en- 


lightened Gentiles, could no longer object, either 
to the holineſs of their lives, or purity of the 
doctrines which they taught, they frequently 
accuſed them as enemies to Cæſar, and of all 
civil government. When our bleſſed Redeemer 
went about doing good, and condeſcended to 
viſit the abodes of publicans and ſinners, he 
was faid to be a glutton and a wine bibber ; * at 


other times, when mercifully employed in heal- 


ing the maladies of men, he was accuſed of caſt= 
ing out devils through the prince of devils; and 
when he was carried before Pilate, immediately 
preceding his crucifixion, his enemies teſtified 
againſt him, faying, we found this fellow pervert- 


ing the _ and forbidding to give tribute to 


Ceſar : | if, therefore, our Lord, in the days of 


his fleſh, was falſely charged with offences which 


his holy ſoul abhorred, it is not matter of euren | 
* Luke 7. v. 34. + Matt. 9. v. 34. { Luke 23. v. 2. 
| that 


\ 3 


that in this age of infidelity, his followers ſhould 
experience the ſame unmerited reproach. I 
they have called the maſter of the houſe Beelzebuh 1 
how much more Jour yy call them of his louie. 
hold. * * 
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It is to be feared that whilſt you have endea- 
voured to caution the people committed to your 
charge, againſt the inſidious deſigns of foreign 
and domeſtic enemies, you have not been care» 
ful to ſeek the influence of the Holy Spirit, or Y 
it is preſumed your addreſs would not have been 
the vehicle to diſſeminate groſs miſrepreſenta- 
tions, illiberal reffections and unchriſtian ſenti- | 
ments: far be it from me to accuſe you. as the 
aulſior of the unmerited calumny contained in 
your pamphlet, becauſe I humbly hope, you 
are incapable of diſhonoring your profeſſion by 
a conduct ſo unlike your divine Maſter; but 
as you have too readily credited hints and fu ggeſt- 
ions from men of corrupt minds, and given to 
Airy nothing, a local habitation and a name, | 
it muſt remain for the deciſion of the public, 
whether you have not made yourſelf reſponſible. 
for every aſſertion contained therein, | 


* Matt. 10. v. 25. 


B 2 The 


A. 


af 4 : 4 


The fpirit of your addreſs, fir, may, in ſome 
Meaſure, be appreciated by the advertiſement 
prefixed thereto: ** it were to be wiſhed ” (ſay 
you) „ that the law gave to the miniſter of 
e pariſh, the power of proceeding, inaSUMMARY | 


6 way, againſt ſuch as intru'e, ed, into 
6 the fold e to his care. Tell it not 


in Gath, publiſh it not in the =—_ of Afeelon,* 
that a Chriſtian miniſter, in the peaceful reign 
of George the Third, ſhould breathe a ſenti- 
ment more befitting the character of a Jefferies 
or Bonner, than a diſciple of the Prince of Peace, 


or deſire the inſtitution of an inquiſition in a 


land of goſpel light and liberty; it would ill 


become a herald of ſalvation, after preaching, 


Glory to God in the higheſt, and on Earth peuce, 


good will towards men, + to be the executioner of 


puniſhment upon miniſters of the ſame Goſpel, 
or to call his flock to witneſs a flagellation at 


the cart's tail or whipping-poſt,. on the backs 
of ſuch as dare to inſtruct the ignorant in the 
way of holineſs, merely becauſe they have not 
aſked him permiſſion : bleſſed be God, our 


anceſtors have handed down to us, wiſe and fas 


lutary laws, poſſeſſing the pure ſpirit of tolera- 
tion and univerſal benevolence; and the wiſ- 
# 2 Sam. I. v. 20. + Luke 2. v. 14, 
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dom of our legiſlature, even to the preſent 
day, is carefully exerciſed in guarding all the 


profeſſors of our Holy Religon, againſt the 


cruel talons of perſecution, or intemperate and 
miſguided. zeal, PC” 


Perhaps it may -not be unneceſſary to re- 


mind you, that the power you are ſo anxious 


ſhould be - delegated to the ſervants of the 


church, was once poſſeſſed, or rather aſſumed 
by the Jewiſh prieſthood, and with what diſ- 
cretion they exerciſed it, let the following facts 
declare: when the Proto-Martyr Stephen 


was brought before the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, 


and falſely charged with preaching againſt the 
temple and their law, he boldly ſtood forth 
. and briefly rehearſed the dealings of God with 
their forefathers, from the call of Abraham, 


out of Ur of the Chaldees, to their own time, 


when they crucified the Lord of Life and 
Glory; and having condemned their perſecuting 


{ writ, they could no longer reſtrain their ma- 


lice, but,“ proceeding in a SUMMARY WAY,” 
they /opped their ears, and ran upon him with 
one accord,” and caſt him out of the city, and 


ned him *, until he fell aſleep in Jeſus. 


* Acts J. v. 57 and 5686. | 
| Again; 


95 ti — —— . 8 „* 


Again; when Paul went up to Jeruſalem and 
'< intruded unaſked”” into the fold of the Leve- 
tical Prieſthood, a great commotion aroſe in the 

City, occaſioned by an accuſation of ſome ignorant 

and evil minded Jews of leſſer Aſia, that he had 
taught the abolition of the ceremonial law ; vio- 

tent hands were inſtantly laid on him, and he was 
only reſcued from immediate death by the interpo- 
ſition of Lyſias, the Roman Tribune, who, to ap- 
peaſe the people, having the next day convened 

a meeting of the Jewiſh prieſts and elders, they 

quarrelled among themſelves and would have 

proceeded againſt the Apoſtle in a SUMMARY 

« way,” by tearing him in pieces, had not the 

chief captain reſcued him by force, and com- 

manded the Roman ſoldiers to conduct him in 
ſafety to the caſtle. Inſtances are not want- | 
ing, even in our own hiſtory, to prove that 
the fame power, when veſted in the hands 
of enthuſiaſts and bigots, has been exerciſed 
with the moſt unrelenting cruelty, and. cauſed 
the ſtones of Smithfield to ſtream with the 
blood of martyred faints, It would certainly 
be unreaſonable to ſuppoſe you can really be 
thirſting for a return of thoſe unhappy days; 
but, I preſume, the words of our Saviour to. 
his Diſciples are not 2 on the pre- 
ſent 


- 


ſent occaſion; | ye know not what manner 6f 
= ye are of * . | 


I am a ſorry, ſir, to find by the outſet of your 
addreſs that the weakneſs of declining years 
prevents you from labouring in the Lord's 
vineyard, and particularly as it is to be feared 
this imbecility has betrayed you into ſome in- 
accuracies of expreſſion. That there have: - © 
| been unbelievers from the earlieſt ages, is in- 


diſputable, and that the light which ſtrikes 


« conviction on one, often Net's of doing it on 
„ the mind of another,” is equally true, and, 
conſidering the moral turpitude of man, is not 
a to be wondered at;“ but that this is not to be 
; „ /amented”” is neither ſound logic or good divinity. 


Is it not to be deplored that men, many perhaps 
® of whom have fat for years under the ſound of the 
Goſpel, ſhould remain to the preſent hour un- 
enlightened by divine truth, and be purſuing 
the broad road that leadeth to deſtruction; or 
that the Infidel, in a ſtate of mental darkneſs, 
ſhould endeavour to depreciate the character of 
the Son of God, by reducing him to the rank 
of human nature, and take delight in exhibiting 
him to the world, ſhorn of All his honors ? 


Ought we not to mourn over the thouſands of 


bus Luke 9. v. 55. 
Our 
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our fellow creatures, who are ſtill in the gall uf 


bitterneſs, and in the bond of maquity* , and who, 


unleſs the light of conviction ſhould ſtrike | into 
their minds in this ſtate of exiſtence, muſt, 
according to ſcripture prediction, periſh ever- 


laſtingly; and would you not lament if the wife of 


your boſom, or the child of; your own bowels, un- 
regenerated by divine Grace, ſhould be conſigned 
to the ſhades of eternal death? Reviſe, fir, your 
work, and ſpeak as becometh ſound doctrine. 


It is not neceſſary for me to follow you 


through your diſſertation upon the progreſs of 


Infidelity and Irreligion, from Voltaire, d' Alem- 
bert, Diderot, Roſſeau, and Wieſhaupt, to the 
London C orreſponding Society, and the various 
ſocieties branching from it; but it muſt be 
obferved your aim bes evidently been to prove, 
that ſome religious perſons, aſſociated under the 


title of the Union Society + of Greenwich, have 


imbibed 


* Acts 8. v. 23. | 
+ This Society is composed of men of piety, who associ- 


ated themselves together for the purpose of establishing, at 


their own expence, Sunday Schools in the adjacent villages, 
and extending the knowledge of divine truth as widely as 
possible, within the sphere of their exertions; and being 


composed of persons of various denominations, agreeing in 


tue 


imbibed their principles, and, under the ſpeci« 
ous guiſe of reforming the morals of. children 
and perſons of riper years, are endeayouring to 
diſſeminate ſentiments of the moſt pernicious 


| tendency: A groſſer calumny, or more un- 


founded inſinuation never iſſued from the preſs; 

and it becomes an act of indiſpenſable juſtice, to 
open the eyes of the public againſt the deluſions 
into which they have been led by your injudici- 
ous addreſs. With equal propriety you might 
have aſſerted, that the treachery of Judas, the 
hereſies of Arms, Socinus and Pelagius, and 


the blaſphemies of Francis Spira, were concen- 
trated in the members of that ſociety, as to have 
charged them with entertaining principles which 


they hold in equal abhorrence with yourſelf, 


| Had an appeal been made to our courts of 


law on the preſent occaſion, and proceedings 


inſtituted againſt you for the exculpation of the 


characters of men, thus injuriouſly held up to 
reproach and public execration, there cannot be 


the ſmalleſt doubt, but that you would have ex- 


perienced the frowns of retributive Juſtice, and 
tie essential doctrines of Grace, and to distinguish' them 


_ Selves from another Society of a similar description, they 


assumed a title, which has been used by Mr. Wollten as a 
term of reproach. bs 


* been 


been convinced by its adminiſtrators, that no 
man's reputation is to be wantonly attacked with 
impunity: our Saviour however has enjoined his 
followers rather to do good to thoſe that hate them, 
and pray for ſuch as deſpitefully uſe, or perſecute 
them,* and therefore, the members of the Union 
Society, appear to have preferred an open and 
public denial of the heavy charges made againſt 
them, to ſubjecting your family to the partici- 
pation of puniſhment, through your indiſcretion, 
by referring it to a court of law, 


You have been pleaſed to inform your pa- 
riſhioners and the public, that theſe perſons are 
the emiffaries of France, and on enquiry reſpect- 
ing their political principles, found all your 
{ſuſpicions verified :** If, fir, you had the ſmalleſt 
Thadow of proof to ſubſtantiate this charge, it 
became. you, as a good member of the' ſtate, 
to have apprized the executive government of 
the exiſtence of ſuch a ſociety, and ftated the 
grounds upon which your ſuſpicions reſted, that 
an enquiry. might have been judicially inſtituted, 
and the truth accurately known; but as its mem- 
bers have publicly diſavowed your allegations, 
and challenged you to the proof, you ought, for 
; * Matt. 5. 44. ä 
the 
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the vindication of your character, either to ſup- 
port your aſſertions, or recant the illiberality of 
your reflections. 


You ſay, information has been given you, that 
this Society “ is the ſame which, under the 
name of an Itinerant Society, was driven 
from a public houſe in the neighbourhood of 
« Greenwich ſome little time ſince.” If bare 
aſſertion was to paſs current for truth, this would 
be ſufficient to brand the character of every 
member of the Union Society with infamy and 
diſgrace; but unfortunately for you, it is as ill 
founded as all your other charges, and a more 
wicked inſinuation was never impoſed on the pub- 
lic. Ican confidently ſtate, that for the laſt twenty 
years, no Society of that name, or deſcription, has 
exiſted in Greenwich, or its vicinity; but the cir- 
cumſtance to which I conceive you allude, muſt 
have been a branch of the Correſponding Society, 
which ſome time ſince uſually aſſembled at a 
public houſe in the town, and when diſcovered 
was very properly diſperſed ; but not onc member 
of the Religious Society in queſtion ever was, 
either directly, or indirectly connected, or in any 
way aſſociated with it, and it is right ſir, that 
you ſhould either name the author of this wicked 

| E 3 - and 


and injurious calumny, or tell the world you 
have diſcovered. it to be a falſehood more worthy 
of the fiend of the bottomleſs * 


Your obſervation that . the perverting of 
„ evidence, and knowingly falſifying it, ad- 
“ mits of no excuſe, but deſerves the moſt 
“ ſharp reprehenſion, is a truth to which I 
cordially agree, and regret that we are ſo often 
called upon to exerciſe our reproof, even againſt 
the conduct of men of whom we had hoped 
better things; how far you have ſubjected your- 
ſelf to cenſure, upon your own axiom, in the 
circumſtance you relate reſpecting the hire of a 
houſe at Chiſlehurſt, by the perſon you call the 
leader of the Society at Greenwich, muſt be 
referred to your own conſcience ;" it is however 
neceſſary the public ſhould be informed, that 
when ſome of the members of that Society hired 
the houſe in queſtion, it was judged equitable 
and proper, as ſtrangers, to depoſite half a guinea 
in the hands of the add as an earneſt of their 
intention to abide by the bargain made, which 
he accepted ; but in conſequence of the excels 
of your ire, againſt theſe perſons, and their abet- 
tors, and your attack upon the landlord for 
having let the houſe for their uſe, he was de- 

ſirous 
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ſirous, ſhortly after the tranſaction, to annul 


his agreement, and offered to return the money 


given as earneſt ; they however determined to 
keep their faith, although this gentleman had 
been induced to break his. This is the ſimple 
ſtate of the affair, and it is matter of ſurprize 
that you ſhould attempt to make it an inſtru- 
ment of ſedition, and have drawn ſo unwar- 
rantable an inference from your own premiſes; 
it brings however to my remembrance the con- 
duct of a man, who having ſet a houſe on fire 
was the moſt vociferous in alarming the neigh- 
bours of their danger. 


It ill comports; fir, with the character of a Mi- 
miſter of the Goſpel of peace, to endeavour to ſtir 
up his people to reſiſt, vi et armis, any attempt 
made to promote their moral or ſpiritual good; 
for I am at a loſs to underſtand the exhortation 
to your flock, to concur with you in * driving 
„ theſe intruders and keeping out others from 
„the pariſh,” in any other way; becauſe you 
muſt be aware that licenced places and preachers 
are under the protection of our laws. Iris pro- 
fitable to go to the Bible for inſtruction, and 1 
therefore recommend to your peruſal, the fifth 
chapter of the Acts of the Apoſtles, where we 

| . _ Are * 
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dre informed, that Peter and John were in 

danger of being ſlain at Jeruſalem by the High 
Prieſt and Jewiſh Council, for having dared 
to preach the Goſpel of Chriſt, not only un- 
* aſked,” but even when forbidden, until Gama» 
hel, a doctor of the law, more wiſe than his bre- 
thren, reaſoned againſt fo © $UMMARY” a pro- 
ceeding, uſing, among others, the following 
excellent argument, Refrain from theſe men, and 
let them alone : for if this counsel, or this work 
be of men it will come to nought ; but if it he of 
God ye cannot overthrow it, left haply ye be found 
even to fight againſt God.* On this occaſion it 
is not unfair to fay, that the Jewiſh Doctor ap- 
pears to have poſſeſſed more wifdom and mo- 
deration than the Chriſtian Rector. | 


It teachers from this, or any other Society 
come into your pariſh, and are found faithful 
witneſſes of the New Covenant, give place, fir, to 
wrath, conſidering them as members of Chriſt's 
myſtical Body, and following the example of 
the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles fay, Notwith- 
tianding every way, whether in pretence or in 
truth, Chriſt IS preached and I therein rejoice, 
yea and will rœoice. + 

3. v. 38. 39. . As. 
hold 
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I hold the principles of Jacobiniſm in as great 
deteſtation as yourſelf, becauſe they are ſubver- 
live of all order; are contrary to the ſentiments of 
right reaſon; and being cloſely connected with 
Atheiſm, militate agamſt the power of godli- 
neſs: were they to gain footing, and be eſta- 
bliſhed within theſe realms, it is to be feared 
that we ſhould be reduced, by our declenſion 
from the truth, to a greater ſtate of Infidelity 

than a neighbouring country; as the beams of 
divine knowledge being more clearly diſcerned 
in Britain than in any other nation upon Earth, 
its abaſement, by apoſtacy, would engulph us 
in fuch an abyſs of mental darkneſs, as juſtly to 
call forth the exclamation, how ts the gold become 
dim, how is the fine gold changed ! * If, therefore, 
you could produce a ſhadow ef proof to eſtabliſh 
your aſſertions that the members of the Union So- 
ciety, are © French Emiſlaries,” <* falſe Jacob- 
ins,” „ Emiiſaries from Seditious Societies, 
** Perſons more than ſuſpected of. Sedition, 

„Enemies of Mankind,” Infernal Spirits, 

„Kc.“ it would not have been ſafe, and very 
far from my inclination, to have noticed your 
addreſs, but as through your repreſentation to 
a dignitary of the church an inveſtigation has 

* 2. Sam. 1. 19. 
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taken place, and he has declared in the moſt un- 
equivocal terms, that the perſons accuſed are in- 
nocent; ought you not, ſir, as an honeſt man, 
to have told the public you have been miſin- 
formed? And, as a Chriſtian miniſter, it was 
your indiſpenſable duty immediately to have 
diſcountenanced the whole of this falſehood. 
What then can be faid for your having circu- 
lated your addreſs with the utmoſt aſſiduity, and 
when apprized of .the malignity of the poiſon 
which it contained, not taken any ſteps to heal 
the bleeding wounds of men thus tortured upon 
the ſpear of calumny, through the malice and 
wickedneſs of your informant ? Surely this is not 


characteriſtic of an ambaffador of the Prince 
of Peace. 


You are not perhaps ſufficiently aware of the 
dangerous tendency of charging members of 
the community with entertaining democratic 
principles, and ſeeking the ſubverſion of pub- 
lic order: in the preſent inſtance it might have 
been attended with the moſt injurious and fatal 
| conſequences to the reputation and intereſt of 
ſeveral perſon3 belonging to the Society in 
queſtion, had not a providential cireumſtance 
induced a noble perſonage who is a firm ſup- 


Porter 
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porter of, and cloſely connected with govern» 
ment to inſtitute an inquiry into the accu- 
fation, and when fatisfied that the whole 
was utterly void of truth, and that the per- 
ſons who were in the moſt cruel manner 
thus held up to public contempt, were in- 
nocent of the foul aſperſions caſt upon their 
allegiance ; to his immortal honour did not let 
the ſubject reſt until he had borne the moſt ho- 
nourable teſtimony to the characters of thoſe 
who were faid to be implicated in the charge: : 
and it can be proved that the bp. of & 
(always a champion of truth) with a eimdbur 
which adds luſtre to the epiſcopal character, 
has expreſſed his conviction, that there did not 
appear to be any ground for ſuch injurious 
reflections. Turn then, fir, to the calum- 
niator in whom you have placed ſuch implicit | 


confidence, and behold he travaleth with ini- 


quity, and hath conceived miſchief and brought 
forth falſehood; he made a pit and digged it, and 
is fallen into the ditch which he made; his miſe 
chief ſhall return upon. his own head, and his 
violent bans. . come down on has own, + 
pate, * _ 3 
* Psalm 1. v. 14, Ls, and 1 16. | 
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When we ls our beloved ſovereign 
maintaining his character as Defender of the 


Faith *; * a Horſley controverting with irre- 
ſiſtible arguments the theological errors of a 


Prieſtley; a Watſon vindicating the authen- 
ticity of the Holy Scriptures againſt the infide- 
lity and blaſphemy of a Paine; a Porteus ſur- 
rounded by hundreds of profeſſing Chriſtians of 
every denomination, preaching a free Salvation 


by the Croſs. of Chriſt, and view others of ex- 


alted rank ſtanding foremoſt in defence of 
truth, we cannot help venerating a conſtitution 


| ſupported by ſuch faithful guardians of the pub- 
lic peace; and it is our duty to ſupplicate a 


* A letter received by the Missionary Society from an emi- 
nent divine at Berlin, written in the name of many religious 
persans residing in Prussia and Silesia, contains the following 


remarkable passage. 


God has given you a King, who acktaglodgn the in- 


«& finitely greater empire of Christ; who confessed before 
„the world the everlasting Godhead of Christ, in an age 
« when it was publickly denied; and who, from a praise- 
« worthy zeal in this great cause, ordered the university of 
Gottingen to offer a prize for the best demonstration of 
« that great and eternal truth, that Jesus Christ is the only 


* true and everlasting God. May the reign of this crowned. 


« confes80r of Jesus be still for many years to come an emi-. 


6 nent blessing to the world; and may Jesus, the King of | 


„Glory, confess one day King George the I hird, before 
« his Father, and before his holy Angels, because he con- 
« fessed him before men upon earth!“ To this pious eja- 


kulation I most * say Amen and Amen. 


throne 


throne of grace that they may be enlightened- 
from above by God the Holy Spirit; and when 
tranſlated to a better world, exalted amongſt 
the princes of his peeple to dwell for ever in 


the celeſtial courts of the King of ſync: 


Whilſt you were dealing out Jv Gin. brat 
out confining yourſelf to -weight or meaſure, it 7 
would have been right to have corroborated your 
aſſertions by facts that had come under your 
own obſervation, or which could have been well- 
atteſted by credible witneſſes, thereby illuſtrating 
the poſitions ſo poſitively laid down ; you are 
pleaſed to ſay, that among thoſe called Me- 
thodiſts there are many whom they would no 
more countenance than yourſelf,---+ wandering 
« enthuſiaſts, they are, who know nothing of 
„the principles of Chriſtianity, or even of 
*« ſound reaſoning upon any of its doctrines; 
but perverting the words of ſcripture, catch the 
ear with declamatory rant, and are often, 
very often ſeen to overpower the pious heart, 
* and drive their beſt diſpoſed attendants to 
4 madneſs.” Now, fir, as you have ſpoken fo 
very confidently, give me leave to alk if you have 
ever ſeen a ſingle inſtance. I freely confess that I 


| have often heard the fame tale, and in my childiſh 


7 2 day 8 
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days, perhaps it made as deep an imprefnñon 
upon my mind as ſtories of ſpectres and appari- 
tions, but confeſs it has never been my lot to 
ſee any man, or ſet of men driven to madneſs by 
the preaching or declamation of any perſon, even 
the greateſt enthuſiaſt, calling himſelf a miniſter 
of Chriſt. I have frequently heard men in 
their Anathema's againſt the Methodiſts utter 
the ſame language with yourſelf, and have 
known ſome ſet themſelves up for judges in this 
matter, of whom it was to be feared that they 
* knew nothing of the principles of Chriſt- 
& janity, or even of ſound reaſoning upon any 
of its principles.“ That many a pious man 
has been charged with madneſs for his attach- 
ment to religion is certain and has been wit- 
neſſed from the incarnation of our Lord un- 
til the preſent day; among other inſtances 
which might be adduced to ſupport this ob- 
ſervation, permit me to call to your recollec- 
tion that when Paul, who in his day was ac- 
counted a © wandering enthuſiaſt,” pleaded be- 
| fore Agrippa, and declared the manner of his 
| converſion, Feſtus immediately charged him 

with madneſs, but the Holy Apoſtle denied 
the accuſation with this manly reply, J am not 
mad moſt noble Feſtus, but ſpeak forth the words 
5 8 of 


. ˙p 1 ˙ Ä ²˙ Ä — OBI art bn. ee I 


_ 


of truth and ſoberneſs *. 
in that ſolemn day when aſſembled worlds will 


ſurround the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, to hear 
the awful ſentence of come ye bleſſed, or depart 


ye curſed, many of the humble followers of 
the Lamb, who, unlettered and unlearned, have- 
ſuffered reproach, and experienced the fneers of 
ungodly men during their pilgrimage through 


life, will then be conducted amidſt the ſhouts of 


angels and acclamations of the whole hierarchy 
of Heaven, to ſeats prepared for them from 


the foundation of the world ; and many who | 


defpiſed them while here below, will then 
be conſtrained to point to each individual, 
and, uſing the language of an apocryphal wri- 
ter, ſay, This was he whom we had in derifion 
and a proverb of reproach : We fools counted his 
life madneſs, and his end to be without honor . 


It muſt be acknowledged that you have car- 
ried your enmity to our external foes to a con- 
ſiderable length, when you expreſs a wiſh, that 


ſhould the French nation „return to God,” 


a have ſome principle whereon to reſt 
the baſis of a treaty of peace, our rulers will 


conſider them as ſo far degraded from the 


Acts 26. v. 25. + Matt. 25. v. 34. f Wisdom 5. v. Sands. 
9 va 66 proud 


I verily believe; 


— 
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4 proud rank they have aſſumed to themſelves, 


template the worſe than Egyptian darkneſs in 


lified abuſe even on our greateſt enemies, as a 


be matter of controverſy whether it ſhould be 


ciples, but a thorough - diſcuſſion of theſe 
+ points would lead me beyond my preſent de- 
ſign; your acknowledgement, however, that the 
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6 25 on ſuch an occaſion to refuſe to treat 
&« with them in their own tongue. If we con- 


which great part of that unhappy nation is en- 
veloped by infidelity and fin, it ſhould induce 
us to implore God to turn the diſobedient to the 
wiſdom of the juft * ; and not to laviſh unqua- 


conduct of this nature has a tendency to widen 
the breach rather than to conciliate their af. 
fections. Should it pleaſe God to reſtore peace 
to both nations, it is of little importance whe- 
ther we treat with them 1 in French or Engliſh, 
and I firmly believe if our rulers could effect 
it upon fafe and honourable terms, it would not 


made 1 in _P creet or Greek, 


The exertions of the Union Bay to eſta 


bliſh a ſunday ſchool at Chiſlehurſt, and to in- 
troduce diſcourſes for the young and the old 
* too, may be defended upon Chriſtian prin- 


„„ Laketoy, VE 
flock 
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flock, committed to your care, are not fo diligent 
it as formerly in their attendance upon the means 
of grace; and that the young and the old 
« too” are „ ſadly fallen off of late,” from 
commemorating. the dying love of our Lord, 
is a ſtrong - reaſon why attempts ſhould be made 


ce „ l ' . 4 
he by ani religious ſociety, whoſe ſentiments are 


orthodox in the fundamental doctrines of our 
faith, to collect the ſcattered ſheep, now wan- 
dering from their ſhepherd; that they may. 
finally be brought into the fold of Chriſt. 


It ſeldom occurs that where the Goſpel of 
our ſalvation is clearly and explicitly preached, 
whether men will hear, or whether they will for- 
hear *, and the miniſter is determined not 10 
know uny thing amongſt men, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, 
and him crucified t, that the congregation 
loathe the heavenly manna, and reje& the 
counſel of God againſt themſelves; on the 
contrary, I have no heſitation in ſaying, that 


there the churches are - moſt crouded with 


ſtriking inſtance in a neighbouring village, 


„ Ezek. 2. v. J. 


\ 


+ 1 Cor. 2. v. 2. 


inuing 


where the word of life is faithfully diſpenſed, 
hearers. In proof of this remark we have a 


where "the paſtor 18 truly a.. burning and @ 


1 


ſters, who, like Paul, travail as in birth for 


Judah ſhall be cut off ; Ephraim ſhall not envy 


every individual concur in promoting brother- 
das the way is which leadeth unto life, it is 
be ſeveral paths in one and the ſame road; 


« ſuppoſe that a profeſſing brother is not in the 
way to everlaſting happineſs, only becauſe he 
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Mining light *; and * would be matter of re- 


joicing to my ſoul, to hear that every pulpit, 
within theſe realims was occupied with mini- 


immortal ſauls ; then we ſhould experience the 
fulfilment of the promiſe, that the envy of 
Ephraim ſhall depart, and the adverſaries of 


Judah, and Judah ſhall not ver Ephraim +. 


Bleſſed be God that I have lived to ſee the 
dawn of this glorious day, and to witneſs, in a 
great meaſure, the downfall of bigotry; it is 
high time that the partition wall, which this 
unchriſtian ſpirit hath raiſed between profeſſors 
of every denomination, ſhould be removed, and 


ly love and Chriſtian unity. A late eminent 
divine has very juſtly obſerved, that narrow 


< yet wide enough to admit perſons of divided 
judgment in things indifferent. There may 


and ſhall I be fo weak, or fo malicious as to 


* John, 5. v. 35. + Tsaiah, 11. v. 13. 
„„ © does 


i os. 


e 


++ does not walk arm in arm with me, and 
+ tread in my particular track ?*'* If our hearts 
right with God, and it is our continual aim 
0 . his glory, there will be no conten- 
on what particular denomination of Chriſtians 
all, or ſhall not, preach the Goſpel of the 
&ingdom, or any longer a jealouſy at their indi- 
dual exertions in this glorious work. 


Founded in this ſpirit, a fociety now exiſts 
n our Britiſh Iſrael, and is daily increaſing, 
COL comp of miniſters and perſons of every de- 


mination amongſt men, who hold the truth 


| The same excellent writer in-a note upon this subject 
das introduced the following beautiful rerrark, which had 
en made to him by a Christian brother of a different deno- 
mation from himself. 


Ihave seen a field here, and another there stand thick with 
corn; an hedge or two has parted them: at the proper sea- 
don the reaper entered; soon the carth was disburthened, 
and the grain was conveyed to its destined place, where, 
** known that an hedge once Separated this corn from that. 
Thus it is with the church: here it grows, as it were 
K-20 n GO fields: severed it may be, by various hedges. 
and by, when che harvest is come, all God's wheat 


mark to distinguish that once they differed in the out- 
5 v "ard circumstantials of modes and forms.” Vide Top- 
Works, vol. III. p. 338. | 


4 
* 


blended together in the barn or in the stack, it could not be 


1 be gathered into the garner, without one single 


— —— — 
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as it is in Jeſus; and whoſe indefatigable zeal 


the three kingdoms, met in the metropolis, to 


they muſt cxclaim, ſte how these Chriſtians love! 
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has ſtimulated Chriſtian churches in foreign 
countries, to unite with them in ſending the 
ever- bleſſed Goſpel to heathen nations. It is 
not many weeks fince that, at leaſt, three 
hundred miniſters, from various parts of: 


concert meaſures for the lengthening of Tion's 
cords, and the ftrengthening of her flakes; & and 
at the cloſe of their annual meeting, about fifty 
miniſters {and many brethren) of the Epiſcopal, 
Preſbyterlan, Independent, and Methodiſt, 
denominations, united together as one body in 
Chriſt, to eat of the ſame bread, and drink of 
the fame cup, m remembrance that Chriſt died 
and is rien again. When the world at large 
behold a conduct ſo like the primitive church, 


Far be it from me ſir to entertain againſt you, 
any ſentiment that ſhould indicate a vindictive 
ſpirit; I feel my own infirmities and failings | 
too much to anathematize even the weakeſt or 
moſt depraved of my fellow men; it is the 
Chriſtian's duty to pity where he cannot praile ; 
it is not the condemnation of the man, but the 

* Isaiali 54. v. 2. | 
refutation | 
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refutation of his errors to which I am called 
on the preſent occaſion: my earneſt prayer, 


however, is, that through the agency of the 
Divine Spirit upon your heart, you may have 
ſuch diſcoveries of the infinite value of im- 
mortal ſouls, and the glories of our Redeemer's 


kingdom, as ſhall induce you to adopt the pro- 


phet's determination, and in the face of a gain- 
ſaying world declare, for Zion's ſake I will 


not hold my peace, and for Jeruſalem's ſake 1 
will not reſt, until the righteouſneſs thereof goeth 
forth as bri ghuneſs and the ſalvation thereof as a 
lamp that burneth * : then will you no longer 


be jealous of the alliance of the pooreſt or 


moſt unworthy of God's children, if their only 


aim is to promote his glory, __ wa — 
of the Chris church. 


May the Holy Spirit guide you into all 


truth, and if after a well-ſpent life in the 
Lord's vineyard, either publickly or privately, 
you ſhould be tranſlated to the ſeat neareſt to the 


Throne of God; I ſhall rejoice in beholding 15 
oh though only admitted within the 2 of 


*[321ah 62. v. 1. 


K 2 | Paradiſe 
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Paradiſe and permitted to bow at an humble 
d.ſtance among the loweſt order of celeſtial 
ſpirits. = 


I am, fir, 
A Lover of my Country, 


1 


And a Friend to Truth, = 


k 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


SINCE the foregoing ſheets were printed, 
Mr. Wollaſton has had the temerity to publiſh 


a ſecond aud cheap edition of his pamphlet, 


wherein he has omitted the ſanguinary para- 
graph inſerted in the advertiſement prefixed to 
the firſt impreſſion, and a few of the violent 
expreſſions before. uſed ; although he ſtill-per- 
ſiſts in calling the members of the Union So- 
ciety French Emiſſaries, Emiſfaries from 
Seditious Societies, &c. &c.; he acknow- 
ledges, however, his aſſertion, that this Soci- 
ciety ** 1s more than ſuſpected to be of a ſe- 
** ditions tendency,“ wants prof; but inſtead 
of healing the wound ſo unjuſtly inflicted, he has 
apphed a cauſtic to it, by pleading in his juſ- 


tification, „the manner in which the houſe - 


« at Chiſlehurſt had been taken, and from the 
** perſon who was the principal 1 in that tranſ- 
66 action 
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& action having been refuſed admiſſion into the 
„ volunteer corps at Greenwich, on account of 
5 his principles, together with the very ſuſpi- 
cious name by which the Society calls itſelf:“ 
the circumſtances reſpecting the hire of the 
houſe and the name of the ſociety have been 
already explained, but as a perſonal attack is now 
made on the character of Mr. C--1--n the perſon. 
herein alluded to, who is elſewhere called the 
leader of the Society, it is but juſtice to ob- 


ſerve, that his houſe having been licenſed, a 


weekly public meeting was held for religious 
exerciſe, which was id conſtrued, by 
evil- minded men, into an aſſembly for hatching 
ſedition, and a wiſper to this effect having 


reached the ears of the principal gentlemen of 


the town, who, ballotted for the volunteers, 
they, acting with that prudence which became 
them, of .courſe rejected him; but when the 
corps was formed, the military committee, 
which conſiſts of all the officers and a few vo- 
lunteers, being of opinion that the ſuſpicion 


was ideal, deſired Major C- —b.- -I, than 


whom a more worthy man does not breathe, 
to requeſt the balloting committee to admit 
him, he was however told that the caſe had 
deen decided upon, and that when any per- 

© +7 nl 
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on was negatived, no gentleman was called 


don to ſtate the grounds on which he gave 


his vote of excluſion; and it can be proved 
thi a member of the laſt-mentioned com- 


* 


initice aiterwards aſſured Mr. C. that they 


were fatished no ſuſpicion could attach to his 
character. In proof that the military com- 
mittce diſbelieved the calumny, they {ent for 
WI. C. who is by trade a hatter, and deſired 
41: to ſupply a great part of the bear ikin 
bruthes, and cockades, which were wanted for 
ihc uſe of the volunteers. 


As Mr. Wollaſton, and through him, the pub- 
lic, have been moſt groſſly impoſed upon, it is 
at to repel this perſonal attack, by the fol- 
vying extracts of letters, from one of the no- 
blemen who inveſtigated the charge, to a gen- 
leman at Greenwich, on the occaſion, and the 
authenticity of which is indiſputable, having 
been ſeen by ſeveral perſons of the firſt re- 
ip-ctability. 


*© 1 arti perfectly confident the - Of 

* 18 moſt clearly of Opinion that nothing in any 
* 4egree improper can attach to the prejudice ' 
0! . Of Mr. C--1---n or Mr. ---------, 
Again. 
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40 and Mr. --------- that no one whom I ha 


character of no individual belonging to thy 


gable and concluſive, and the wanton cruelty 
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"OY 461 deſire you will tell Mr. C "Si 2 


„ talked to, entertains any idea againſt thel 
characters as dutiful and loyal ſubjects :“ and 
on this occaſion it is neceſſary to add, that 


* 


Union Society was impeached on the en 
quiry. ; 


Upon the whole the calumny which hal 
been raiſed againſt the Society in queſtion c 
be controverted by evidence the moſt irrefra 


which muſt have poſſeſſed the hearts of tho 
who have impoſed on. Mr. W. ought to cove 
them with eternal ſhame, but to uſe the lay 
guage of a well-known writer, it is hoped. hg 
the ACCUSING SPIRIT, which flew up- tt 
« heaven's chancery with the deed, vluihedS 
he gave it 11, and the. RECORDING ANG 
« as he Wrote it down, dropped 2 bein upal 
e the page and blotted it Gut for © ever.. 
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